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interest, secured for him at an early age the Fellowship
of the Royal Society, an honour in those days unknown
to officers serving in India. On the roof of his house at
Benares, the well-known Nandesur House there, where His
Highness the present Maharajah entertains royalties, vice-
roys, and other distinguished guests, he had erected his
big astronomical telescope, and this could only be reached
by a narrow winding staircase with barely room for one
person to pass at a time.

This staircase my grandfather valiantly defended with a
spear when Vizier AH in 1799, having massacred Mr Cherry
the Resident and most of the British inhabitants of Benares,
attacked the house. He not only saved the lives of his
wife and child, but by keeping the enemy occupied until
the troops came up, was thus the means of saving also
the lives of the other European residents who had escaped
the general massacre.

In those days the Pagoda Tree must have borne abundant
quantities of fruit, for my grandfather retired with a fortune
from India, was Chairman of the East India Company, wrote
the celebrated " Fifth Report," and died at the comparatively
early age of fifty-two.

Mr Davis married a daughter of Mr S. Boileau, of the
ancient noble French family Barons of Castclnau and St
Croix de Boriac, in Languedoc, whose name is well known
in the history of the Huguenot struggle in France, My
ancestor, the head of the family, renouncing his titles and
possessions in favour of his younger brother,, who remained
Catholic, emigrated to England, where the family is now
represented by my kinsman, Sir Maurice Boileau, Bart*, of
Ketteringham Park, Norfolk, The historical old Castle of
Castelnau, built by the Boileaus in the fourteenth century,
Is still In excellent preservation, and in possession, of one of
the family, the present Marquis de Valfons* who keeps up
the most affectionate relations with the British branch of
the Boileaus, and has ever a warm welcome for us whenever
we pass into Languedoc-